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nature is much the same in East and West after all: to eat
bread and escape paying for it with the sweat of the brow
has the fascination of a victory over natural law. It ought to
be added, however, in justice to the diligent and careful
administrators of these charities, that the number of such
artists in indolence must have been small. The utmost care
is taken to sift applications; and we may safely assume that
the five rupees were earned by much ingenuity in the forging
of medical certificates and other requirements imposed by the
Parsi Panchayat upon those who seek assistance from their
funds.

At this point a brief excursion into history must be essayed.
At the date of writing, the Parsis arc arranging a great jashan,
or commemoration meeting, to be held on December 10, 1916.
The scene is Sanjan, a little place on the Gujarat coast at
which a traveller from Bombay to Baroda may alight four or
five hours after leaving the former if he avoids the mail
train: the distance is ninety-four miles. At this port, just
1,200 years ago, Parsi exiles are said to have landed from
Persia and were hospitably received by a Rajah on easy con-
ditions. Persia was being swept by the fanatical hordes of
Arabs with fire and sword. The superiority of the Avesta to
the Koran availed little at such a time to retain the allegiance
of men and women threatened with the usual alternatives of
death or apostasy. A scattered, much-persecuted remnant
clung to their home and their faith as well: the great majority
chose the former and turned Muslim. But others put to
sea and sought a new home. The Pilgrim Fathers of Zoro-
astrianism established their sacred fire in Sanjan, moving on
later to Udwada, twenty miles up the coast, and Naosari,
another thirty, where their descendants are still settled. The
original Sanjan fire is at Udwada now, having been moved
thither from Naosari long ago.

The great Danish Orientalist N. L. Westergaard in his
edition of the Avesta, suggested doubts as to this poetic
record, ' It may well have been the profits of trade, not